His Superstitioustiess.                 [CHAR

for his decease. " I know it," he wound up, saying, after
some of those present had remonstrated against his asser-
tions ; u it is a mystic number." Seven years later he
repeated this assurance to me at Varan, adding, however,
" But God only knows !"

Finally, it may be mentioned that the Chancellor is firmly
convinced of the moon's influence upon all growing things,
and especially upon hair and plants. "You are looking as
young again as usual, Privy Councillor," he observed
jestingly one day at dinner to Abeken, who had just had
his hair cut " Moreover, you chose exactly the right time
to be shorn, for the moon is waxing* And it is just the
same with trees as it is with hair. If you want beech-roots
to strike out and grow again, you must fell the tree during
the first quarter of the moon; if they are to be uprooted, in
the last There are plenty of learned people and school-
masters who will not believe this; but our foresters know it
well enough, and the Administration of Woods and Forests as

well.

The clearest of thinkers, upon political questions more
profound and farseeing than any of his cotemporaries,
always hitting off the right conclusion, free from prejudice,
far above conventionalities; and yet a ghost seer, a chooser
of clays, a believer in mystic numbers!

Really ! But no ; with the exception of the Schoenhausen
episode, it is all pretence or jest In the autumn of 1883
he expressed himself thus upon the subject "All that
nonsense about my superstitiousness has no more solid
foundation than mere jokes or my consideration for other
people's feelings. I will make one of thirteen at dinner as
often as you please; and I transact the most important
and critical business on Fridays, if necessary/1 *

* The Berlin Congress, presided over by Prince Bismarck, was both
opened and closed on a I3&.